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Software Clones in Space and Time
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Consolidating Software Variants

Clone Avoidance:

Parameterization
Templates/Generics
Code Generation
Design Patterns
. . .

Required: Commonalities and variabilities among variants at all levels:

source code → diff & Co., clone detection
architecture → architecture reconstruction
functionality → feature location
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Re�exion Method for Software Variants
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Points to Ponder

why do (SPL) programmers copy code?

why are the existing means being ignored?

just ignorance?
shortsightedness?
incapability to foresee future evolution?

→ we failed to deliver suitable means to avoid clones

→ clones will be with us

→ we need clone-aware program analyses

→ we need to improve on consolidating variants into SPLs
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