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Analyzed 3 C#, 1 Java, 1 Cobol Systems. 107 faults identified
53% of all unintentionally inconsistent clones indicate faults

Consequences of Cloning on Program Correctness

Do Code Clones Matter?, Juergens, Deissenboeck, Hummel, Wagner, ICSE 2009
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Cloning in Requirements Specifications

Can Clone Detection Support QA of SRS?, Juergens et al, ICSE 2010

Study Objects
• 26 industrial SRS
• 11 companies
• different domains

Results
• Large variance
• much clon. in some

Consequences
• increased

inspection effort
• inconsistencies
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Clone Detection in Product Lines

PL Assessment
- Detection of missing 

abstractions
- Identification of architecture 

weaknesses

Elmar’s Opinion
- Avoid Cloning in the large
- At least consolidate intra- 

product cloning before 
cloning a product

Clone Detection not only relevant if cloning is used intentionally
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